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8y to Okinawa—
Okinawan Dream Show (1974)

Reminiscence
Landscape Films and Takam

ate Professor,
oya University

Courtesy of Takamine Go Graduate School Ol

This talk places itself at the critical intersectiofbe film, landscape film (fukei eiga in
the last of which is grasped here both as the geopa and also an assemblage of disc
It aims to understand how such an intersection ¢ aking the independent(docu
(as well as in Okinawa) during the late 1960s and riod also known as the ‘seaso
when Japan was undergoing wide-ranging, seismic tra omically, socio-politically, an
| will highlight the experimental works by Okinawa-bg mmaker Takamine GO, anc
feature, Okinawan Dream Show (1974). My research cated. First, | use ‘landscape
describe a specific strand of discursive articulations and the t filmmaking practices in J
namely ‘landscape’, during the late 1960s and early 1970s.
Second, | unpack landscape film with insights borrowed fro
as an entry point to examine a historical moment apropos the expe

\ made relevant to considering the essays of/on Okinawa. b "
Inspired by Jonas Mekas’ Reminisces of a Journey to Lithuania (1972), I shall a
strategies.to configure a temporal and affective assemblage to envision an Okina
and yet to come.
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(C) Nonmori Films Film Director/ Prc tranger Filims

time machine transporting us in strangers
apped in the film are no lo e encounter them
Always out of context and ¢ pt for within

A film is a medium of the absent and the'inv
(subjects) in encapsulated time. The people a
in their intimate moments, in close-ups bu
the perception of the observer (filmmaker/viewe
In the age of Covid 19, the presence of the invisib
the invisibility of emotional connection and disc ysical absence.
Of Love & Law (2017) focuses on the invisible asp e society and the world at
the tensions between individual identity and collective 1ess as well as the space
and the familiar.
When physical encounters are either banned or scrutinized,
. Inour shifting roles as the observer and the observed, how does th
invisible and the absent? What are the risks foreseen or igné‘:red’?'
If film.is an ethnographic site filled with overlaps and gaps between repré
local/universal and performance/observation, what role should we expect it to
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Director
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Recognizing his films were as much ak
filmmaker lan Thomas Ash has share
the beginning of his career. Ranging fro
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gawa

late Professor,
hool of Letters,
- goya University
rtation and image consumptia : inema have played
world as spectators. In their res scholars and
dern spectator-subjects are ¢ ¢ g imperial powers’
s of PR films produced by i al emi-governmental
ose of promoting the so-calle l ria route to y
-appointed role as the prot | cultural :
; Asahi Shimbun organize first
the chance to visit the “sac of the
iously position the films in’ ' arged éy’
Who were the intended

Tokyo to Peking
(The Board of Tourism Industry, 1939

Tokyo to Peki
(The Board of Tourism Industry, 19

Built on the backs of modern industrializ
pivotal roles in shaping the ways in which
tourism historians have debated if, and to wha
colonial exploitation of foreign lands. My tal
entities throughout the 1930s. The films serv
Japanese and Western viewers and of naturalizing
heritage. The political implication of this travel r
Thomas Cook-style tour in 1906 to give the elites
then recent Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905). In my ta
context while raising questions that are more specific
What institutional contexts informed their production, circ reception across ideolog
How should we as contemporary viewers respond to the irresistible attraction of the immersive, 4 ’
and ideologically charged images of Japan’s colonial territory? UItlmater,‘L gest approaching i '

Japan’s travelogues as something other than a coherent map, but rathera hybrld olyphonic, and
transcDIturaI articulation that smoothes over the highly uneven imperial space. %
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s the appearance and achieve
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In dealing with the transition period to soundsg
‘the beginning’ at the national level. What we tht
films as Jazz Singer (1927) in America, or The Neighk
‘the processes’, | would like to examine the ways
critical discourses, the scope of which often transg
involved the continuing issue of the relation with Hollywc
Its filmmaking during the silent era with the latter recog In the meantime, Korea
the same issue of modernization, but against a very diffe text. The coming-of-sol
Asian countries thus occurred around complex discursive relations amo echnology, capital, gow ¥ 4
regulation, and concern over foreign market. These points will'be analy: gh discourses on '
critics and filmmakers such as Kaeriyama Norimasa and Minakawa Yoshlzo in. n, and Seo Gwangje

Park G\he in Korea.
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Focusing on the leading figures of Yi Muk and T Ma er documentaries—Tra
—produced by South Korean and Taiwanese inde his talk speaks to recent:
historiography on the potential for “queer modes offlife m 2005). | argue the “prec a useful
analytical framework for examining the dominant mode iting. To facilitate this arg the s
hifting paradigms of sexual norms from the legacy of co war ideology of gender ©
normalization, to the precarious moment when this knowledg n of sexuality is passed 7
~.generations. To be more specific, | will discuss the issues of gender norms ch the reading of £ 4
(HEX| M| pajissi in Korean, and ZEf&chhéng-kho-é in Taiwanese) in 196 970s’ Taiwan and Korea
the prec{rious lives of these non-normative subjects, and how the directors (as guent generatio
Yi Muk and T Mama) Integrate this socio-history into a reparative present and futu

November 24, Tuesday 14:45-18:00 .
Place: Seminar Room 11, Research Building No.2 (Map@9) < |

http://www.Kkyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/access/campus/yoshida/map6br y/

“Language: English Free to All

m_ﬁbrmatio&https://www.cats.bun.kvoto-u .ac.jp/jdtsfevents/2020/09/transc
You may also contact Prof. Mitsuyo Wada-Marciano at wadamarciano.mitsuy

_

KYOTO UNIVERSITY & HEIDELBERG UNIVERSITY JOINT DEGREE MASTER IN TRANSCULTURAL STUDIES
Kyoto University Transcultural Studies Division | Yoshida-honmachi, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8501

www.cats.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/jdts | info@cats.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp


http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ja/access/campus/yoshida/map6r_y/
https://www.cats.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/jdts/events/2020/09/transcultural-cinema-forum-2020
mailto:wadamarciano.mitsuyo.6w@kyoto-u.ac.jp

