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Speakers & Talk Titles
1. Dr. Maki Hatanaka (Department of Sociology, Sam Houston State University)
“Governing Shrimp Aquaculture: Private Governance,
Ethics, and Social Change”
Abstract: Much of regulation has shifted from government to governance in many economic sectors. Consequently,
the use of standards, certification, and accreditation is becoming common regulatory approaches globally. For food
and agriculture, the shift to private governance is affecting how regulations are made, the kinds of regulations are
enacted, and ways that regulations are enforced. These changes in how food and agriculture are governed have
significant ethical implications for society. However, much remains unknown regarding private governance’s
potential and limitations, particularly with respect to its ethical consequences. This includes how private governance is
affecting democracy, justice, and accountability. Using the case of an organic shrimp aquaculture project in Indonesia,
this presentation will focus on ethical questions in (1) the standard-development process, (2) the conformity-assessment
process, and (3) on-ground impacts of private governance. In concluding, my findings raise questions regarding the
effectiveness of private governance as agrifood policy tool and regulatory mechanism.

2. Dr. Jason Konefal (Department of Sociology, Sam Houston State University)
“Multi-stakeholder Governance and Agricultural
Sustainability: Lessons from the United State”
Abstract: Multi-stakeholder governance has emerged as a leading institutional approach for increasing sustainability
globally. Congruent with this global movement, there has been a proliferation of multi-stakeholder initiatives to
develop sustainability metrics for United States agriculture. This presentation examines the three most prominent
initiatives: Field to Market, the Stewardship
Index for Specialty Crops, and the National
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transitions generally are discussed.
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